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Royal South Australian Society of Art Inc Founded 1856 – Celebrating 170 Years in 2026 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM - Standard 

The South Australian Society of Arts (SASA) was founded in October 1856 twenty years after 
the formation of the State of South Australia. SASA received its Royal Charter in 1935 to 
become the Royal South Australian Society of Arts (RSASA).  It is the oldest and longest 
running Art Society in Australia and will celebrate 170 years of foundation in 2026. The 
Society's first exhibition was held in Parliament House in March 1857. The Society's early 
exhibitions, including this first one, were significant events in the Colony's cultural life. The 
RSASA Gallery purpose built in 1906 is a significant part of the Society's identity. RSASA is 
located on the 1st floor in the heritage listed Institute Building, corner of North Terrace and 
Kintore Avenue, Adelaide.  

 

It has an illustrious history and over this period played a significant role in supporting and 
showcasing the artwork of notable South Australian artists, to name a few: Hans Heysen,  

Dorrit Black, Margaret Preston, Harry P Gill, John Dowie, Jeffrey Smart, Malcom Carbin, Lidia 
Gorblicka, James Ashton, Stephanie Schaffel, Jeff Mincham and the list goes on.  

 

RSASA is a member-based Society; it aims to advance fine/applied arts and artists 

in South Australia. The process to Membership of the Society begins with completing and 
submitting the Membership application for the consideration of the RSASA Council at its 
monthly meeting. Applicants are notified of their acceptance or otherwise, following 
determination by the Council. Practising Artist membership categories are Standard (entry 
level), Associate and Fellow. There are non-artist categories of Friend and Corporate. 

 

Practising artist membership commences at Standard Member level. 

By participating in RSASA Members exhibitions an artist has the opportunity to have their 
artwork selected to be exhibited by the Principal Selection Committee. This Committee may 
deem the work worthy of an award (which has points attached to it).  

A Standard member with two years continuous membership who attains a total of 10 award 
points automatically becomes eligible for Associate Membership status and eligible to use the 
(ARSASA) post nominals as long as they remain members of the Society. 

After at least 5 years of continuous unbroken membership an Associate will be eligible for The 
College of Peer Review to extend an invitation to the member to apply for advancement to 
Fellow member status. The College will consider the members’ participation in the Society as 
well as evaluate the quality of the artworks submitted for review.  Upon being satisfied The 
College will advise the RSASA Council that the member has satisfied the requirements for to be 
a Fellow member and they will be presented with their Diploma at the following AGM. Fellows 
are entitled to use the (FRSASA) post nominals as long as they remain members of the Society.  
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Benefits of RSASA Membership include:  

Participation 

1. It provides the opportunity for members to exhibit their work in the four Members 
Exhibitions per year (subject to the work being selected by the Selecting Committee) at no 
extra cost and a opportunity for the public to engage in handmade art.  

2. Entry in other Exhibitions that offer Prizes in cash or kind (subject to exhibition conditions). 

3. An opportunity to demonstrate/share creativity and skills in the Gallery and interact with the 
public visiting the Gallery. 

4. Members’ artworks being featured in RSASA publications, through a variety of media eg. 
Kalori, Email bulletin, RSASA social media and RSASA Webpages, 

5. Members may offer unframed artworks on paper or any medium via the Print Bin for sale.  

6. Cards and Books written by or about members are accepted for sale on Consignment 
through the Gallery desk. 

7. All Members are welcomed and encouraged to participate as volunteers in the various 
activities of Society for e.g., Exhibition Committee, Hanging Team, artist talks & 
demonstrations, catering, and importantly sitting at the Gallery desk to welcome visitors. 

8. Provide feedback and suggestions to the RSASA Council and Committees. 

9. Opportunity to network or just make new friends at Exhibition openings and while sitting the 
Gallery desk. 

10. The RSASA has a long history and has collections of artworks, a library and archival 
materials which are available (by arrangement) to artists and students for research. 

11. RSASA has produced T-shirts and aprons which are available for sale from the Gallery 
desk. 

   
Members Receive  

1. Email monthly bulletin with information on forthcoming art events within RSASA and in 
SA.  

2. Notifications of forthcoming events to be held in the Gallery 

3. Quarterly newsletter “Kalori” providing information on artists past   and present, 
exhibitions and reports.  Members are encouraged to submit articles to the editor of 
Kalori. 

 

Other exhibition opportunities 

         RSASA Youthscape Biennial Prize Exhibitions-2026 for young artists (15 – 26 Years).  

         RSASA Biennial Abstract Prize - 2025, 2027 

 Acquisitive Prize first prize donated by the Kennedy Arts Foundation and other non- 
acquisitive cash prizes. 

        RSASA Biennial Portrait Prize - 2026, 2028  

$10,000 Acquisitive Prize, donated by the Kennedy Arts Foundation and other non-
acquisitive cash prizes.  

Solar Art Prize – Caring for our Planet – organized by Pip Fletcher (FRSASA) with   
various non-acquisitive prizes. 

Rising Sun Hotel – an exhibition mainly for Fellows, and winners of the Solar Art Prize.  8 
weekly, all welcome to attend openings – organized by Pip Fletcher (FRSASA). 

RSASA supported activities beyond exhibitions  

1. Life Drawing Group/Sketch Group 

meets every Thursday 7 – 10.00pm at Hubbe Court, Burnside. 

2. Friday morning Sketch Group 

meets each Friday, at a designated venue.  

  RSASA continues to be a vibrant and active organization promoting local artists.  
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Royal South Australian Society of Art Inc  Founded 1856 – Celebrating 170 Years in 2026 

 

MEMBERSHIP (Standard) APPLICATION (Please print clearly) 

FAMILY NAME…………………………………………………………….……………………….………..…..Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr/Prof/Rev 

GIVEN NAMES………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

POSTAL ADDRESS…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

SUBURB………………………………………………………………………………………………….………….        POST CODE ……………………... 

EMAIL……………………………………………………………………….……….……………………..........        PHONE HOME …………………… 

MOBILE    …………………………………………………………….……………………...…………………...        PHONE WORK ………….……… 

WEBSITE ………………………………………………………….…………………….……………….…….         ABN if applicable ……………. 

OCCUPATION ………………………………………………. Medium used to create your art………………………………………. …,,… 

Are you willing to help with RSASA Activities?  Yes / No.  If yes, please specify ……………….…….……….……………….… 

How did you hear about RSASA:  …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………, … 

Category of Membership Standard Member /Standard Student  
Fees: Standard Member $65 / Student Standard $30 Plus one off $20 joining fee 
Membership year is 1 July – 30 June; after 1st January half membership fees apply.  
Method of Payment: Cash / Cheque / Bank Transfer / EFTPOS / 
Bank Transfer: BSB 015 010 Account 6058 61014.  Please ensure your name is included in the transfer. 
For Standard Membership please ensure your Application Form has: 

• Attach 4-6 digital/printed examples of work:   Yes / No 
• Attach CV &/or Artists Statement?           Yes / No 
• Attach a copy of your current Student ID card? (If claiming concession) Yes / No  

What is the expected Graduation date? ……………………………….…….………………. 
Hand in the Application Form and attachments to: the Gallery desk/office or emailed them to: 

rsasagoretti.castle@gmail.com or post to RSASA Post Box 13024, Adelaide University, SA 5005 

I agree to abide by the Rules and By-laws of the Society. 

Signature of Applicant …………………………......................................................................DATE: ……………………………… 

Signature of Proposer (current RSASA member) …………………………..………………………. DATE: ……………………………… 

Signature of Seconder (current RSAAS member) ……………………………………….………..… DATE: ……………………………… 

mailto:rsasagoretti.castle@gmail.com

