
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

David Dridan OAM (F) is the featured artist of the Royal South Australian Society of Arts Members’ Spring 

Exhibition 26 September – 26 October 2025 

 

Cover Image; Back Track, Mt Gambier, David Dridan, oil on canvas, 60x76cm 
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David Dridan OAM (F) (RSASA Life Member) 
 
David Dridan was born in Adelaide in 1932. He began formal training in 1949 at the South Australian 
School of Arts and Crafts under Joseph Choate, later studying privately with John Ashworth and Jacqueline 
Hick. In 1956 he moved to Sydney to study full-time at the East Sydney Technical College (now the 
National Art School). Returning to Adelaide the following year, he became Senior Art Master at St Peter’s 
College, a position he held until 1964. 
 
After his return to Adelaide, Dridan became active in the Royal South Australian Society of Arts (RSASA). 
He was elected a Fellow at the age of twenty-five and soon joined its Council, later serving as Vice-
President in 1962. During this period, he was a regular exhibitor and organiser for the Society. Elaine 
Wreford, an RSASA administrator and artist who briefly studied under him, wrote in Kalori magazine in 
1961: ‘One wonderful quality he possesses, which one hopes will not blunt, is his enthusiasm... His future 
work should be well worth watching.’ 
 
In 1959, Dridan joined the Art Gallery of South Australia as professional assistant to the director. Two years 
later he was awarded a British Council grant to study museum practices in the UK, Europe, and North 
America. His training included time at the Victoria and Albert Museum, the Tate, and the Regent Street 
Polytechnic in London, and he also visited galleries in the United States and Canada. These experiences 
deepened his expertise in collection care and curatorial work. In 1962 he was appointed Keeper of 
Paintings at AGSA and was later made a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (London) and an Associate of 
the International Institute of Conservation. 
 
Alongside his institutional roles, Dridan established several galleries that showcased both his own paintings 
and those of other Australian artists. He opened the North Adelaide Galleries in 1964, directing them until 
1969, followed by The Barn Gallery in McLaren Vale (1969–72), the Old Clarendon Gallery (1980–88), the 
Beehive Corner Gallery in Rundle Mall (1983–85), and Dridan Fine Arts in 1986. These ventures often 
presented curated exhibitions of historical or regional interest and strengthened South Australia’s gallery 
culture. 
 
From 1960 to 1982 he was Art Advisor to John Martins & Co., and from 1970 he advised a wide range of 
private collectors and Australian companies on acquisitions. During the same period, he served on several 
boards and committees, including the Commonwealth Art Advisory Board (1971–72), the Adelaide 
University Arts Committee (1975–80), and the Art Gallery Board of South Australia (1980–84). He also 
served on the Interim Committee for the development of Carrick Hill and was Deputy Chairman of the 
Carrick Hill Trust from 1985 to 1992. 
 
In 1998, Dridan co-founded the Fleurieu Biennale Art Prize. Conceived to link regional art with South 
Australia’s wine and tourism industries, the Prize quickly grew into one of Australia’s most prominent 
landscape painting prizes. Dridan remained closely involved in its direction, building wide support across 
the arts and business sectors. 
 
 



 
 
As a painter, Dridan is best known for his depictions of Australian landscapes, including South Australia’s 
agricultural and wine-growing regions. His canvases are distinguished by strong composition, textural 
brushwork, and a dry, tonal palette. Often associated with the realist tradition, he nonetheless developed an 
individual style that emphasises observation and a personal connection to place. Over his career he has 
held more than thirty-five solo exhibitions in Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne, Perth, London, and the United 
States. Between 1968 and 1997 he staged seventeen solo exhibitions in Adelaide alone. His works are 
represented in the National Gallery of Australia, as well as in numerous regional, corporate, and private 
collections, including those of the Royal Family. A portrait of him by Brian Dunlop is held in the National 
Portrait Gallery. 
 
Dridan also maintained a long friendship with the artist, actor, and writer Barry Humphries. They first met at 
the Whitechapel Gallery exhibition of Australian art in London in the early 1960s and remained close for 
more than sixty years. Humphries often visited Dridan in South Australia, where they would paint together 
in the Flinders Ranges. He later described Dridan as a ‘romantic realist’ with a vivid understanding of the 
landscape. In 2023, Dridan loaned several of Humphries’ works for a public exhibition at the Adelaide 
Festival Centre. 
 
In recognition of his service to the visual arts, Dridan was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia in 
2007. In 2021, the Rotary Club of Strathalbyn launched the David Dridan Foundation to support emerging 
South Australian artists through grants and professional opportunities. 
Dridan continues to live and work in South Australia, remaining active as both painter and advisor. His 
contribution to the cultural life of the state spans more than seventy years, encompassing roles as artist, 
curator, mentor, and advocate. 
 
 
Robert Bartnik 
RSASA Historian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
F- Frame 
I – Image 
P – Print available 
 
 Title Image Medium Size Height x 

Width 
Price 
$ 

1 Wirrealpa Station 
Flinders 

 

 
 

Gouache F – 28.5x38cm 
I – 21x28.5cm 

350.00 

2 Summer 
Merndal 

 

 
 

Oil on board F -26.5x42cm 
I – 19x34cm 

500.00 

3 Dry Landscape near 
Calperum  

 

 
 

Gouache F - 36x46cm 
I – 26x36cm 

350.00 

4 Autumn  

 
 

Gouache F – 30x36.5cm 
I – 18x24.5cm 

200.00 

 
5 [Trees Foreground]  

 
 

 F – 33.5x40.5cm 
I – 19x25.5cm 

200.00 



 
6 The Gathering 

Coorong 
 

 
 

Gouache F – 31.5x39.5cm 
I – 18x26.5cm 
 
 

200.00 

7 [Quartet]  

 
 

 F – 65x50.5cm 
I – 24.5x18 (x4) 

550.00 

8  Moolooloo Station  

 
 

 F – 45x33cm 
I - 37.5x25cm 

250.00 

9 Two Birds Portrait 
SA  

 

 
 

Gouache F – 53x37cm 
Each image –  
19x25.5cm 
  

350.00 



10 Back Track 
Mt. Gambier 

 

 
 

Oil on Canvas 
 

 

F – 87.5x103.5cm 
I – 60x76cm 
 
 
P - 64x77cm 
From original oil 

NFS 
 
 
 
 

Print 
$50 

11 [Trees]  

 
 

 F – 39x45.5cm 
I – 30x35.5cm 

450.00 

12 [Abstract]          

 
 

 F- 37x43.5cm 
I – 21x28.5cm 

NFS 

13 Western Districts 
Victoria 

 

 
 

 F – 39.5x48cm 
I – 23x32cm 

400.00 

14 [Cloudy Sky]          

 
 

Gouache F – 34.5x40cm 
I – 21x28cm 

300.00 



 
15 Scrub Walking at 

Myponga 
 

 

 F – 37.5x44cm 
I – 29x36 

550.00 

16 Near Delarosa 
Summer 

 

 
 

Gouache F – 34x40cm 
I – 20x27cm 

200.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

17 Ready to Harvest 
Woodchester 

 

 
 

Gouache F – 35x48cm 
I – 27x39cm 

250.00 

18 Australian Bush  

 
 

Gouache F - 26x51.5cm 
I – 14.5x39cm 

250.00 

19 Butterflies  

 
 

 F - 41.5x52.5cm 
I - 29x39.5cm 

NFS 

20 Summer Dam on 
Fleurieu 

 

 
 

Gouache F – 40x47.5cm 
I – 20x28.5cm 

200.00 



21 [Creek]         

 
 

 F – 40x49.5cm 
I – 24.5x34.5cm 

200.00 

22  Mairana Country  

 
 

 

Gouache F – 33x38cm 
I – 17x23cm 

200.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandhills Coorong  

 
 

 P – 64x77cm 
From original oil 

Print 
$50 

 Lone Tree & 
Grassland 

 

 
 

 P – 64x77cm 
From original oil 

Print 
$50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the RSASA Sponsors / Supporters 

  
 
 
 
 

RSASA Gallery: Upcoming Exhibitions 

 
Fri 31 October – Sun 23 November: The Artist’s Voice, including artists: David Braun (F),  
Philip David (F), David Kennet (M) 
 
Fri 28 November – Sun 11 January 2026: RSASA Members’ Summer Exhibition, including Art Market – 
artworks unframed under $200.00 
 
RSASA at the Rising Sun Hotel: 60 Bridge Street, Kensington 
Tues 22 September:  Artists – RSASA Members: Liz Steveson (F), Susan penfold (M), Penny MacLaren 
(F), Penelope Hillam (F), Alan Ramachandran (F). 
 


